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WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACT

[30TH SEPTEMBER, 1919]
1. This Act may be cited as the Wild Birds Protection Act.
2. In this Act—
“the close season” means the period or periods specified in the Third
Schedule as amended from time to time by order of the Minister;
“wild bird” means any bird specified in the First or the Second
Schedule.
3. Everyone who—
(a) knowingly wounds, or kills, any wild bird specified in
the First Schedule; or
(b) exposes or offers for sale or exports or attempts to
export from Guyana, any wild birds or part of any wild bird
captured or killed after the commencement of this Act,
shall be liable to a fine of four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five
dollars for each wild bird or part thereof in respect of which the offence
is committed.
4. (1) If any person keeps or confines any bird whatsoever in any
cage or other receptacle which is not sufficient in height, length and
breadth to permit the bird to stretch its wings freely, he shall be liable
to a fine of four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars:
Provided that this subsection shall not apply to poultry, or to the
keeping or confining of any bird—
(a) while that bird is in course of conveyance, whether by
land, air or water; or
(b) while that bird is being shown for the purposes of any
public exhibition or competition if the time during which the
bird is kept or confined for those purposes does not in the
aggregate exceed seventy-two hours; or
(c) while that bird is undergoing treatment by a registered
veterinary surgeon.
(2) Every person who promotes, arranges, conducts, assists in,
receives money for, or takes part in, any event whatsoever at or in the
course of which captive birds are liberated by hand or by any other
means whatsoever for the purpose of being shot immediately after
their liberation, or who, being the owner or occupier of any land,
permits that land to be used for the purposes of such an event, shall be
liable to a fine of four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars.
5. Where anyone is prosecuted for exporting or attempting to
export any wild bird or any part of it, specified in the First Schedule, the
proof that the wild bird to which the part belonged was captured,
wounded, or killed without the limits of Guyana or before the
commencement of this Act shall be on that person.
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6. Everyone who—
(a) knowingly captures, wounds, or kills, any wild bird
specified in the Second Schedule during the close season; or
(b) exposes or offers for sale, or purchases, any of those
wild birds recently captured or killed during the close
season;
shall be liable to a fine of four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five
dollars for each wild bird in respect of which the offence is committed.
7. (1) Notwithstanding anything in this Act, no one shall be liable
to be convicted of any offence for wounding, or killing, any wild bird
if he can prove that the wild bird in respect of which the offence is
alleged to have been committed was wounded, or killed for the purpose
of procuring food, and at a spot distant more than ten miles from any
plantation.
(2) No Amerindian shall be liable to be convicted of any offence
under this Act.
8. Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the Minister may, for the
time and subject to the conditions he thinks fit, authorise any person to
kill wild birds, and may also so authorise any person to export wild
birds or the skins of wild birds.
9. (l) The Minister may, by order, from time to time, and as often
as occasion requires, declare that the name or names of any bird or
birds shall be added to or expunged from the list of birds contained in
either the First or the Second Schedule, and thereupon, and while the
order remains in force, this Act shall be read and have effect as if the
name or names of the bird or birds so added had been inserted, or as if
the name or names of the bird or birds so expunged had not been
specified, in the Schedule mentioned in the order.
(2) The Minister may, in like manner, amend the Third
Schedule so as to alter the period or periods therein declared to be the
close season and may declare what period shall be the period to be
observed as the close season with respect to any of the wild birds
specified or to be specified in the Second Schedule.
10. When anyone is found offending against this Act anyone may
require the offender to give his name, description, and place of abode;
and if he refuses to give his real name or place of abode, or gives an
untrue name, description, or place of abode, he shall be liable to a fine
of four thousand eight hundred and seventy-five dollars in addition to
any other penalty to which he is liable under this Act.
11. (1) Every offence under this Act shall be punishable on
summary conviction, and the procedure shall be that provided by the
Summary Jurisdiction Acts.
(2) Any offence under this Act committed on the sea-coast may
be investigated by any magistrate in any county where the accused
person is found.
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(3) In every proceeding under this Act the defendant may tender
himself and be examined as a witness on his own behalf.


