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the Bioethics Law of 2001
Number 150(I) of 2001

The House of Representatives votes as follows:
PART I - PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS
1. This Law shall be cited as the Bioethics (Establishment and Function of the
National Committee) Law of 2001.
Interpretation. 2. In the present law, unless the context requires otherwise -
“Bioethics” means the study of ethical,deontological, social, humanistic and
legal problems thatemerge from the use of modern biotechnology,
biology,medicine, genetics and pharmaceutics but mainly they arecaused by
human intervention on the biological procedureand on the human genotype based
on the precautionaryprinciple and the promotion of health;
“ethics committees” include every competent bodythat is responsible for
bioethical issues and “competentbody” includes every organization,
committee, association,institution or any other entity on a local level;
“Committee” means the Committee established inaccordance with article 3;
“list” means the list of persons qualified forappointment, which is drawn up
in accordance with article
“members” means the members of the Committeeincluding the chairman;
“Minister” means the Minister of Health.
PART II ESTABLISHMENT AND STRUCTURE OF NATIONAL BIOETHICS COMMITTEE

3.-(1) A National Bioethics Committee is established,whose mission is the
constant monitoring, survey,systematic analysis and evaluation of the issues
andproblems that relate to the scientific research, progressand implementation
of the sciences of biotechnology,biology, medicine, genetics and pharmaceutics
as well asto the human intervention on the biological procedure andthe human
genotype and the investigation of their moral,deontological, social,
humanistic and legal dimensions.
(2) The Committee is an independent body and is notsubject to the
administrative control of any ministry,independent officer, department or
service and has thepowers provided by the present or any other
Law.Composition. 4.- (1) The Committee consists of thirteen membersincluding
the chairman and the vice-chairman.
(2) Subject to the provisions of this Law theCommittee consists, when
possible, of -
(a) Four personalities emerging from the sectorof humanities and social
sciences, asprovided in article 5;
(b) Four personalities emerging from the area ofmedical and biological
sciences as providedin article 5;
(c) Four prestigious personalities emerging fromthe area of any other science
or professionor who are distinguished in any area oractivity for their
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contribution as provided inarticle 5.
5.-(1) The members of the Committee are appointed bythe Council of Ministers
and are selected from a list ofreputable and prestigious personalities and -
(a) Are qualified and experienced on the following sectorsand sciences:
(i) Humanities and social sciences; or
(ii) medical and biological sciences; or
(iii) any other science and profession; or
(b) Have been distinguished for their contribution to anyarea or activity:
It is provided that in cases of scientists mentioned insubparagraphs (i) and
(ii) of paragraph (a), knowledge andexperience in the area of bioethics
constitute necessaryrequirements for their appointment.
It is furthermore provided that the above provisions arevalid for any future
appointment of members to theCommittee.
(2) For the purposes of section (1) hereinabove -
“humanities and social sciences” include, amongother, law, sociology,
psychology, philosophy andtheology;
“medical and biological sciences” include, amongother, medicine, biology,
chemistry, genetics andmolecular biology; and
“any other sciences” include any other science thatdoes not fall into the
aforementioned sciences.
(3) The chairman of the Committee is a reputable,prestigious and experienced
person and can be selectedfrom any of the categories of scientists mentioned
insection (1).
(4) The persons appointed as members come from theprivate and public sector
and are, whenever possible,balanced in number.List for appointment. 6.-(1) A
list of persons for appointment as members to the
Committee is drawn up by virtue of article 5, by theMinister in cooperation
with representatives from theUniversity of Cyprus, the Cyprus Bar Association,
theCyprus House of Representatives Committee on HealthAffairs, the Attorney
General of the Republic, the PanCyprian Medical Association, and with other
organizedbodies or persons, coming from the public or privatesector, who are
capable of contributing to the draw up ofthe list of potential members to the
Committee.(2)(a) For the appointmentof each person to theCommittee three
persons are proposed.
(b) The appointment of the first members of theCommittee takes place within
one month after the presentLaw is put into force.Internal regulations. 7. The
Committee may issue internal regulations as to itsway of function.Vice
chairman. 8.-(a) During its first meeting, the Committee draws up alist of
persons who shall carry out, in rotation, the duties ofthe vice-chairman.
(b) Each vice-chairman shall perform these duties for sixmonths.Term of
service. 9. The term of service of the members of the Committeeis four years,
with the possibility of reappointment foranother period of the same duration.
10. The Council of Ministers may terminate theappointment of any member due to
extended disease,unjustified absences or for improper or opposed behaviorto
the objects of the establishment of the Committee.Resignation ofmembers.



pd4ml evaluation copy. visit http://pd4ml.com

11. Any member of the Committee may at any time resignfrom his post by
submitting a resignation in writing to theMinister.Remuneration ofchairman
andmembers.
12. The chairman and the members of the Committee arecompensated as defined by
the Council of Ministers.Quorum, proceduralissues andsupplementaryprovisions.
13.-(1) A quorum is formed by nine members includingthe chairman and in case
of his absence, of the vicechairman.
(2) Valid decisions are taken with the positive vote ofseven persons, minimum.
(3) In the case of absence of the chairman, the meeting
is presided by the vice-chairman on each occasion.
(4)(a) Concise minutes of the proceedings of eachmeeting are kept with full
reference to the decisions taken,of the way the decisions were taken, as well
as of thegrounds of judgment.
(b) The meetings of the Committee may be taperecorded,if deemed advisable by
the Committee.
(5) The minutes are ratified upon the commencement ofthe following meeting of
the Committee and are signed bythe chairman or the vice-chairman.
(6) A vacant post in the Committee does not affect thelegal status of the
Committee or the validity of itsdecisions.
(7)(a) The Council of Ministers proceeds to theappointment of alternate
members, in substitution of theresigned members.
(b) The term of service of the new members lasts until theexpiration of the
term of service of the resigned members.
(8)(a) During the convocation of the meetings everypossible effort is made for
the meetings not to beconvened on a date on which a member who wishes toattend
is impeded for any reason.

(b) However, in the case where the setting of a differentdate is practically
unachievable then the impeded membermust submit promptly and in writing his
views to theCommittee in order to be considered during the meeting.
(9) The Committee may, if it is to the best interest of thepublic, to proceed
to a public meeting, open to the publicat large.
(10)(a) A meeting is convened at least once a month andthe meetings are
convened by the president and in theabsence of him the vice president.
(b) On the President’s initiative or following a demand ofthree members at
least, it is possible for additionalmeetings to be convened.
14.-(a) Before the commencement of any meeting, each
member must state any personal direct or indirect interest
that it might have from the outcome of the issue under
discussion.
(b) The Committee decides as to the exemption of the
member from the meeting.
PART III POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE
15.-(1) The Committee-
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(a) Investigates, studies, analyses and evaluatessystematically, from the
aspect of bioethics, issues andproblems that arise -

(i) From the scientific progress and itsimplementation on the areas
ofbiotechnology, biology, medicine, geneticsand pharmaceutics; or
(ii) generally from the medical care; and
(iii) from the human intervention on thbiological procedure and the
humangenotype;
(b) provides recommendations and issues opinions to anycompetent person or
body in the public, in the privatesector as well as to the wider public, on
bioethical issuesand problems that are mentioned in paragraph (a) ofsection
(1) of the present article;
(c) investigates each ethical, deontological, social,humanistic or legal issue
related to -
(i) the scientific evolutions and theirimplementation, mainly in
biotechnology,biology, medicine, genetics, medical care,and
(ii) the human intervention in the biologicalprocedure and the human genotype;
(d) cooperates with international organizations andcomparable bodies and
promotes the participation ofCyprus in international events related to the
studies andresearch in the aforesaid sectors;

(e) informs the citizens with all available means as tobioethical issues and
problems that concern thedevelopment of biotechnology, biology, medicine and

genetics as well as the consequences of their applicationsand publishes the
outcomes of the studies, researchesand consultations on these issues;
(f) studies and performs research on issues of bioethicsbased on the
precautionary principle and the promotion ofhealth;
(g) monitors and is solicitous about the implementation ofinternational
agreements or of any other internationalobligations of the Republic of Cyprus
that are related toissues of bioethics;
(h) invites scientists from Cyprus or abroad to investigatespecialized issues
relevant to their expertise, defining theissues which the scientists are
called to express theirviews on;
(i) exercises any other power conceded to it by thepresent or any other Law or
Agreement;
(j) proceeds to the establishment of a fund if it is deemednecessary for the
achievement of its objects;
(k) exercises the powers mentioned in article 16regarding the formation of
ethics committees;
(l) proceeds to the formation of subcommittees asprovided by article 17;
(m) maintains a bioethics record with all the decisions,proposals and projects
that are submitted for opinions;

(2) Develops initiatives regarding any issues that falls intothe sector of
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bioethics.Ethics committees. 16. The Committee -
(a) Encourages and approves the formation ofethics committees that shall
function at thelocal foundations and which shall examineand provide
consultations on any researchprojects, studies, clinical trials
andinterventions related to Biomedicine andbiotechnology;

17.-(1) The Committee may proceed immediately afterthe appointment of its
members to the formation ofsubcommittees towards the achievement of
betterdistribution of its work, as deemed necessary.
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1),the above said
committees may be formed, among otherpurposes, for purposes of deontology,
disciplinary controlor monitoring and promotion of legal and other issues.

(3) The subcommittees consist of members of theCommittee and may include other
persons, non-membersof the Committee who are approved by the Council
ofMinisters, with qualifications and experience in the area ofbioethics.
(4) The subcommittees exercise their duties and powersaccording to the terms
of their formation.
(5) The function of the subcommittees is regulated byinternal regulations
issued by the Committee and untilthese regulations are issued, they function
according tothe instructions issued for this purpose by the Committee.
PART IV ISSUE OF CODES AND REGULATIONS

18.-(1) The Committee may issue codes of practice,which comprise principles
and directions that theCommittee considers useful and necessary for any
issuethat falls into its competencies.
(2) The Committee submits the codes to the Minister forapproval and then to
the House of Representatives fornotification.
(3) The codes are issued with a decree by the Ministerand are implemented
following their publication in theOfficial Gazette of the Republic, which is
conducted atleast ten days after their submission to the House of
19.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section (2)
omission of any person to conform to any code provision
does not constitute as such a criminal offence.
(2) In the cases where the person who omits to conformto any code provision is
a civil officer and the omission isrelated to the execution of his duties, the
said omissionconstitutes a disciplinary offence. For the purposes of
thissection, a public officer shall have the same meaning asattributed in the
Penal Code:
It is provided that the Committee during the preparation ofthe codes may
exempt some codes or parts of them fromthe provisions of the present section.
(3) Despite the provisions of sections (1) and (2) omissionof conformity to
any code provisions constitutes evidencein any procedure related to actions in
violation of theprovisions of the present or of any other relevant Law.Issue
of Rules andconversion of codesto Rules.
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20.-(1) The Council of Ministers, following a proposal bythe Committee, may
issue regulations for the betterimplementation of this Law, which is submitted
to theHouse of Representative for approval.
(2) The Council of Ministers, following a proposal by theCommittee, may
convert and issue any code or part of it to
Regulations, which it then submits to the House ofRepresentatives.
(3) The Regulations that are issued by virtue of thepresent article may
include a provision according to whichthe offences that are perpetrated in
violation of theregulations are to be penalized by imprisonment of up toone
year or by a fine of up to CYP 1.000 or by both ofthese penalties.Reinforced
quorumfor specific issues.
21. During the draw up of codes or of Rules theCommittee may define specific
issues for which areinforced quorum of eleven instead of nine members
isrequired, and for valid decisions to require the positivevoting of nine
instead of seven members.
PART V OTHER PROVISIONS

22.-(1) For the execution of the requisite administration,accounts and office
work, the Ministers of Finance andHealth assign, whenever deemed
necessary,corresponding duties to civil servants the maximumnumber of whom is
set by the Ministers of Finance andHealth in agreement with the chairman of
the Committee.
(2) The civil servants that carry out work for benefit of theCommittee are
governed by the provisions in force oneach occasion of the Public Service Law
and areevaluated based on the Public Service ServantsEvaluation Regulations in
force on each occasion.
(3) The Committee is granted offices and the requisiteequipment for the
processing of its work.Secretary. 23.-(1) The Minister assigns secretarial
duties to one ofthe civil servants who are appointed by virtue of article 22.
(2) The assignment of duties by virtue of section (1) is forfour years,
minimum.Budget. 24. In the budget of the Ministry of Health there is
aprovision for the expenditure needed for the processing ofthe Committee’s
works and powers.Complaints. 25.-(1)Notwithstanding the provisions of any
other lawregarding the professional discipline of certain
scientific,vocational classes, the Committee may hear, investigateand grant
consultation on complaints related to theimplementation of the laws, rules and
codes in relation tothe issues that fall into the powers of the
ethiccommittees.
(2) The Committee may refer complaints submitted to itby virtue of section (1)
for investigation to an ethicssubcommittee or to another competent body
fordisciplinary control.
(3) For purposes of implementation of this article theCommittee draws up
Regulations, which are thensubmitted to the House of Representatives for
approval.Annual Report. 26. Every year the Committee issues an annual
reportthat includes all the decisions, studies, researches andconsultations it
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has issued during the previous year.


