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Agreementon scientific and technical cooperation between the European
Community and the Tunisian Republic

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

hereinafter "the Community", of the one part, and

THE TUNISIAN REPUBLIC, hereinafter "TUNISIA", of the other part,hereinafter
referred to as the "Parties",

HAVING REGARD to the Treaty establishing the European Community, andin
particular Article 170 thereof, in conjunction with the firstsentence of
Article 300(2) and the first subparagraph of Article300(3) thereof,

HAVING REGARD to Decision No 1513/2002/EC of the European Parliamentand of the
Council of 27 June 2002 concerning the sixth frameworkprogramme of the
European Community for research, technologicaldevelopment and demonstration

activities, contributing to thecreation of the European Research Area and to
innovation (2002 t02006) (1),

CONSIDERING the importance of science and technology for theireconomic and
social development and the reference thereto in Article47 of the Euro-
Mediterranean Agreement establishing an associationbetween the European
Communities and their Member States, of the onepart, and the Tunisian
Republic, of the other part, which enteredinto force on 1 March 1998(2),

CONSIDERING that the Community and Tunisia are pursuing research, technological
development and demonstration activities in a numberof areas of common
interest, and that participation in each other’sresearch and development
activities on a basis of reciprocity willprovide mutual benefits,

DESIRING to establish a formal cooperation framework for scientificand
technological research with a view to extending and intensifyingthe conduct of
cooperative activities in areas of common interestand to encourage the
application of the results of such cooperationto the economic and social
benefit of both Parties,

CONSIDERING the desire to open up the European Research Area tothird
countries, and in particular the Mediterranean partnercountries,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:
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Article 1
Purpose and principlesl. The Parties shall encourage, develop and facilitate
cooperativescientific and technological activities between the Community and

Tunisia in fields of common interest where they are pursuingscientific
research and technological development activities.

2. The cooperative activities should be conducted on the basis ofthe following
principles:

(a) promotion of a knowledge-based society for the benefit of theeconomic and
social development of the two parties;

(b) mutual benefit based on an overall balance of advantages;

(c) reciprocal access to activities under the scientific researchand
technological development programmes and projects (hereinafterresearch)
undertaken by each party in the fields covered by this

Agreement;
(d) timely exchange of information which may affect cooperativeactivities;

(e) appropriate protection of intellectual property rights.

Article 2
Terms of cooperationl. Tunisian legal entities shall participate in indirect
actions (3)

under the European Community framework programme for research, technological
development and demonstration activities contributingtowards the creation of
the Buropean Research Area, hereinafter "theframework programme", under the
same conditions as those applicableto legal entities of Member States of the
European Union, subject tothe terms and conditions established by or referred
to in Annexes I

and I1.

2. Community legal entities shall participate in Tunisia’s researchprojects in
fields equivalent to those of the framework programmeunder the same conditions
as those applicable to Moroccan legalentities, subject to the terms and
conditions established by orreferred to in Annexes I and II.
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3. Cooperation may also take the following forms and means:
(a) joint meetings;

(b) regular discussions on the guidelines and priorities forresearch policies
and planning in Tunisia and in the Community;

(c) exchanges of views and consultation on cooperation anddevelopment
prospects;

(d) timely provision of information concerning the implementationand results
of joint research programmes and projects of Tunisia andof the Community
undertaken within the framework of this Agreement;

(e) visits and exchanges of researchers, engineers and technicians, including
for the purposes of research training;

(f) exchanges and sharing of scientific equipment and materials;

(g) regular contacts between Tunisian and Community researchprogramme or
project managers;

(h) participation of experts of both Parties in thematic seminars, symposiums
and workshops;

(i) exchanges of information on practices, laws, regulations andprogrammes
concerning cooperation under this Agreement;

(j) reciprocal access to scientific and technical informationconcerned by this
cooperation;

(k) any other arrangement adopted by the EC-Tunisia Joint Scientificand
Technical Cooperation Committee referred to in Article 4, and inconformity
with the policies and procedures applicable in bothparties.

Article 3

Enhancement of cooperationl. The parties undertake to make every effort,
within the frameworkof their respective legislation in force, to facilitate
the freemovement and establishment of researchers participating in
theactivities covered by this Agreement and to facilitate the entryinto and
exit from their territories of materials, data or equipmentintended for use in
these activities.

2. Where, in accordance with its own rules, the Community grantsfunding to a
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legal entity established in Tunisia to participate in a

Community indirect action, Tunisia will ensure that no fiscal orcustoms levy
or charge is imposed on the operation in question.

Article 4
Management of the Agreementl. The coordination and promotion of the activities
covered by this

Agreement will be carried out on behalf of Tunisia by the Ministryresponsible
for scientific research and on behalf of the Communityby the services of the
European Commission responsible for the

Framework Programme acting as executive agents for the parties

(hereinafter the executive agents).

2. The executive agents shall set up an EC-Tunisia Joint Scientificand
Technical Cooperation Committee with responsibility for:

(a) monitoring the implementation and evaluating the impact of this

Agreement, and proposing any revisions to it which may be necessary, in
accordance with the provisions of Article 7(2);

(b) proposing any appropriate measure aimed at improving anddeveloping
scientific and technological cooperation under this

Agreement;

(c) regularly examining the guidelines and priorities of Tunisianand Community
research policies and planning and the prospects forfuture cooperation under
this Agreement.

3. The EC-Tunisia Joint Scientific and Technical Cooperation

Committee shall be composed of an equal number of representatives ofthe
executive agents of each Party. It shall adopt its rules ofprocedure.

4. The EC-Tunisia Scientific and Technical Cooperation Committeeshall meet at
least once a year in the Community and in Tunisiaalternately. Extraordinary
meetings may be held at the request ofeither Party. The conclusions and
recommendations of the EC-Tunisia
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Scientific and Technical Cooperation Committee shall be sent, forinformation,
to the Association Committee of the Euro—-Mediterranean

Agreement between the European Union and the Tunisian Republic.

R gl 3 5
Terms and conditions of participation

Reciprocal participation in the research activities covered by this

Agreement shall take place in accordance with the conditions set outin Annex I
and shall be subject to the legislation, regulations,policies and conditions
governing the implementation of theprogrammes in force on the territory of
each Party.

Article 6
Dissemination and utilisation of results and information

The dissemination and utilisation of the results of informationacquired and/or
exchanged, and the management, allocation andexercise of intellectual property
rights arising from the researchactivities carried out under this Agreement
shall be subject to theconditions set out in Annex II.

Article 7
Final provisionsl. Annexes I and II shall form an integral part of this
Agreement.

All questions or disputes relating to the interpretation orimplementation of
this Agreement shall be settled by mutualagreement between the Parties.

2. This Agreement shall enter into force on the date on which the

Parties have notified each other in writing that their necessaryprocedures to
this end have been completed.

Every four years the Parties will evaluate the impact of the
Agreement on the intensity of their scientific and technicalcooperation.
This Agreement may be amended or its scope enlarged by agreementbetween the

Parties. Amendments or extensions shall enter into forceon the date on which
the Parties have notified each other in writingthat the necessary procedures
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to this end have been completed.

This Agreement may be terminated, at any time, by either Party withsix months
written notice.

The projects and activities in progress at the time of anytermination of this
Agreement will continue until their completionunder the conditions laid down
in this Agreement.

3. If one of the Parties decides to modify its research programmesor projects
referred to in Article 1(1), the executive agent of that

Party shall notify the executive agent of the other Party of theprecise
content of the amendments in question.

In that event, and by way of derogation from the second subparagraphof
paragraph 2 of this Article, this Agreement may be terminatedunder mutually
agreed conditions if either of the Parties notifiesthe other within one month
of its intention to terminate this

Agreement following the adoption of the amendments referred to inthe firs
subparagraph.

4, This Agreement shall apply, on the one hand, to the territoriesin which the
Treaty establishing the European Community is appliedand under the conditions
laid down in that Treaty and, on the otherhand, to the territory of the
Tunisian Republic. This shall notexclude the carrying-out of cooperative
activities on the high seas, in space, or on the territory of third countries
in accordance withinternational law.

5. This Agreement is drawn up in duplicate in the Danish, Dutch,
English, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Italian, Portuguese,

Spanish, Swedish and Arabic languages, each of these texts beingequally
authentic.

Hecho en Salnica el veintisis de junio de dos mil tres./Udfrdigeti
Thessaloniki, den seksogtyvende juni to tusind og tre./Geschehenzu
Thessaloniki am sechsundzwanzigsten Junizweitausenddrei./>IS0_-7>6 =+ 0 +,

0 00 ./>IS0_1>Done at Thessaloniki, thistwenty-sixth day of June, in the
year two thousand and three. /Fait
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Thessalonique, le vingt—-six juin deux mille trois./Fatto a

Salonicco, addii ventisei giugno duemilatre./Gedaan te Thessaloniki, de
zesentwintigste juni tweeduizenddrie./Feito em Salnica, em vintee seis de
Junho de dois mil e trs./Tehty
Thessalonikissakahdentenakymmenenten 0 kuudentena poivono kes 0 kuuta
vuonnakaksituhattakolme. /Som skedde i Thessaloniki den tjugosjo tte
junitjugohundratre.

>PIC FILE= "L_2004037EN. 001901. TIF">

Por la Comunidad Europea/For Det Europiske Fllesskab/Fr die

Europ 0 ische Gemeinschaft/>IS0_7> =

+ />IS0_1>For the European Community/Pour la Communaut

europenne/Per la Comunit europea/Voor de Europese Gemeenschap/Pela
Comunidade Buropeia/Buroopan yhteisn puolesta/P Buropeiskagemenskapens v O gnar
>PIC FILE= "L_2004037EN. 002001. TIF">

>PIC FILE= "L_2004037EN. 002002. TIF">

>PIC FILE= "L_2004037EN. 002003. TIF">

>PIC FILE= "L_2004037EN. 002004. TIF">

(1) 0J L 232, 29.8.2002, p. 1.

(2) 0J L 97, 30.3.1998, p. 2.

(3) See Regulation (EC) No 2321/2002 of the European Parliament andof the
Council (0J L 355, 30.12.2002, p. 23).

ANNEX I
TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF LEGAL ENTITIES OF

MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND OF THE TUNISIAN REPUBLIC
For the purpose of this Agreement, a legal entity means any naturalperson, or

any legal person created under the national law of itsplace of establishment
or under Community law, having legalpersonality and being entitled to have
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rights and obligations of anykind in its own name.

I. Terms and conditions for the participation of legal entitiesestablished in
Tunisia in indirect actions under the EC researchframework programmel. The
participation of legal entities established in Tunisia inindirect actions
under the framework programme shall be inaccordance with the participation
rules laid down pursuant to

Article 167 of the Treaty establishing the European Community for
the implementation of the framework programme (1).

In addition, legal entities established in Tunisia may participatein indirect
actions carried out under Article 164 of the Treatyestablishing the European
Community.

2. The Community may grant funding to legal entities established in

Tunisia participating in the indirect actions referred to inparagraph 1 in
accordance with the terms and conditions laid down bythe participation rules
referred to in paragraph 1 adopted by the

European Parliament and the Council pursuant to Article 167 of the

Treaty establishing the European Community, the financialregulations of the
European Community and any other applicable

Community legislation.

3. A contract concluded by the Community with any legal entityestablished in
Tunisia participating in an indirect action mustprovide for audits and
verifications to be carried out by, or underthe authority of, the Commission
or the Court of Auditors of the

European Communities.

In a spirit of cooperation and mutual interest, the relevantauthorities of
Tunisia will provide any reasonable and feasibleassistance as may be necessary
or helpful to perform such audits andverifications.

II. Terms and conditions for the participation of legal entities of

Member States of the European Union in Tunisia’s research programmesand

projectsl. Any legal entity established in the European Community createdunder
the national law of one of the Member States of the European
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Union or under European Community law may participate in Tunisia’sresearch and
development projects or programmes in cooperation withlegal entities
established in Tunisia.

2. Subject to paragraph 1 and to Annex II, the rights andobligations of legal
entities established in the Communityparticipating in Tunisia’s research and
development projects orprogrammes, the terms and conditions applicable to the
submissionand evaluation of proposals and the granting and conclusion
ofcontracts shall be subject to Tunisia’s laws, regulations andgovernment
directives governing the operation of research anddevelopment programmes under
the conditions applicable to legalentities established in Tunisia, taking into
account the nature ofthe cooperation between Morocco and the European
Community in thisfield.

Funding of legal entities established in the Community participatingin
Morocco’s research and development projects and programmes shallbe subject to
Tunisia’s laws, regulations and government directivesgoverning the operation
of research and development programmes underthe conditions applicable to legal
entities of third countriesparticipating in Tunisia’s research and development
projects andprogrammes.

(1) See the sixth framework programme (2002 to 2006) Article 6 of
Regulation (EC) No 2321/2002 of the European Parliament and of the

Council (0J L 355, 30.12.2002, p. 23).

ANNEX II
PRINCIPLES CONCERNING THE ALLOCATION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

I. Application

For the purposes of this Agreement, "intellectual property" shallhave the
meaning given in Article 2 of the Convention establishingthe World
Intellectual Property Organisation, done at Stockholm onl4 July 1967.

For the purposes of this Agreement, "knowledge" shall mean theresults,
including information, whether or not they can beprotected, as well as
copyrights or rights pertaining to suchresults following applications for, or
the issue of patents,designs, plant varieties, supplementary protection
certificates orsimilar forms of protection.

II. Intellectual property rights of legal entities of the Partiesl. Each Party
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shall ensure that the intellectual property rights oflegal entities of the
other Party participating in activitiescarried out pursuant to this Agreement
and the related rights andobligations arising from such participation, shall
be consistentwith the relevant international conventions that are applicable
tothe Parties, including the TRIPS Agreement (Agreement ontrade-related
aspects of intellectual property Rights administeredby the World Trade
Organisation) as well as the Berne Convention

(Paris Act 1971) and the Paris Convention (Stockholm Act 1967).

2. Legal entities established in Tunisia participating in anindirect action
under the framework programme shall have the samerights and obligations with
regard to intellectual property as legalentities established in the Community
participating in the indirectaction. These rights and obligations with regard
to intellectualproperty are laid down in the rules for the dissemination
ofresearch results adopted pursuant to Article 167 of the Treatyestablishing
the European Community (1) and the contract concludedwith the Community for the
implementation of the indirect action, such rights and obligations being in
compliance with paragraph 1.

3. Legal entities established in the Community participating in

Tunisia’s research programmes or projects shall have the same rightsand
obligations with regard to intellectual property as those oflegal entities
established in Tunisia participating in such researchprogrammes or projects,
such rights and obligations being incompliance with paragraph 1.

4. The Parties shall encourage the legal entities concerned todefine and
protect their intellectual property rights in compliancewith their respective
laws.

III. Intellectual property rights of the Partiesl. Except if otherwise
specifically agreed by the Parties, thefollowing rules shall apply to
knowledge generated by the Parties inthe course of activities carried out
under Article 2(3) of this

Agreement:

(a) the Party generating such knowledge shall be the owner of thatknowledge.
Where the knowledge has been generated jointly and thetwo Parties’ respective
share of the work cannot be ascertained, they shall have joint ownership of

such knowledge;

(b) the Party owning the knowledge shall grant access rights to itto the other
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Party for carrying out activities referred to in

Article 2(1) and (2) of this Agreement. Such access rights shall be
granted on a royalty—-free basis.

2. Except if otherwise specifically agreed by the Parties, thefollowing rules
shall apply to scientific literary works of the

Parties:

(a) where a Party publishes scientific and technical data, information and
results by means of journals, articles, reports, books, or videos, arising and
relating to activities carried outpursuant to this Agreement, a worldwide,
non—exclusive, irrevocable,royalty—free licence shall be granted to the other
Party totranslate, reproduce, adapt, transmit and publicly distribute
suchworks;

(b) all copies of data and information protected by copyrightprepared in this
context for public distribution shall indicate thenames of the author (s) of
the work unless an author explicitlydeclines to be named. They shall also bear
a clearly visibleacknowledgement of the cooperative support of the Parties;

3. Except if otherwise specifically agreed by the Parties, thefollowing rules
shall apply to undisclosed information of the

Parties:

(a) when communicating to the other Party information necessary forthe
activities carried out pursuant to this Agreement, each Partyshall identify
that information it wishes to remain undisclosed;

(b) the Party receiving the information may, under its ownresponsibility,
communicate undisclosed information to entities orpersons under its authority
for the specific purposes ofimplementing this Agreement;

(c) with the prior written consent of the Party providingundisclosed
information, the other Party may disseminate suchundisclosed information more
widely than otherwise permitted inparagraph 3(b). The Parties shall cooperate
in developing proceduresfor requesting and obtaining prior written consent for
such widerdissemination, and each Party will provide such approval to
theextent permitted by its domestic policies, regulations and laws;

(d) non—-documentary undisclosed or other confidential informationprovided in
seminars and other meetings between representatives ofthe Parties arranged
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under this Agreement, or information arisingfrom the attachment of staff, use
of facilities or the carrying-outof indirect actions, shall remain
confidential where the recipientof such undisclosed or other confidential or
privileged informationwas made aware of the confidential character of the
informationcommunicated at the time such communication was made, according
toparagraph 3(a);

(e) each Party shall endeavour to ensure that undisclosedinformation received
by it under paragraph 3(a) and 3(d) iscontrolled as provided herein. If one of

the Parties becomes awarethat it will be, or may be reasonably expected to

become, unable tomeet the non—-dissemination provisions laid down in paragraph
3(a)

and 3(d), it shall immediately inform the other Party. The Partiesshall
thereafter consult to define an appropriate course of action.

(1) See the sixth framework programme (2002 to 2006) Article 6 of
Regulation (EC) No 2321/2002 of the European Parliament and of the

Council (0J L 355, 30.12.2002, p. 23).
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